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bryngaer caer drewyn
caer drewyn hillfort

Saif Caer Drewyn oddi ar y ffordd B5437 i’r gogledd o Gorwen, uwchben y

Ganolfan Hamdden (Cyf. Grid: SJ083441). Mae’r llwybr 3km/1.8 milltir o hyd

sydd ag arwyddion arno yn cychwyn o faes parcio’r Ganolfan Hamdden ac

mae’n ffordd ddelfrydol i fynd i weld y fryngaer. Cofiwch fod y maes parcio

ar gau ar ddydd Sul ond mae maes parcio arall yn nhref Corwen (tua 700m).

I gael arweinydd personol i hanes a bywyd gwyllt 

Caer Drewyn, gallwch ddefnyddio’ch ffôn symudol i 

glywed y daith sain (tel: 01490 555123 am gost galwad

leol), neu gallwch ei lwytho i lawr am ddim o 

ygrugarcaerau.co.uk, cewch mwy o wybodaeth yma hefyd. 

For a personal guide to the history and wildlife of

Caer Drewyn, use your mobile phone to access the

audio trail (tel: 01490 555123 at local call rates), or

download it free at heatherandhillforts.co.uk,

where further information is also available.

Caer Drewyn is off the B5437 north of Corwen, above the Leisure Centre

(Grid Ref: SJ083441). The 3km/1.8 mile waymarked circular walk from the

Leisure Centre car park is an ideal way to explore the hillfort. NB.This car park

is shut on Sundays but there is a car park in Corwen (about 700m).

Treflannau a adeiladwyd ar ben y bryniau yn ystod Oes yr Haearn,

dros 2000 o flynyddoedd yn ôl yw’r bryngaerau. Awgryma’r muriau

mawr (y rhagfuriau) mai amddiffyn oedd eu pwrpas. Ond roedd pobl

Oes yr Haearn, y Celtiaid, yn ffermwyr, crefftwyr, a masnachwyr ac

yn rhyfelwyr. Yn ogystal â bod yn lleoedd diogel i fyw ynddynt, efallai

i’r bryngeyrydd gael eu defnyddio yn farchnadoedd ac yn lle i gynnal 

dathliadau arbennig. Caer Drewyn yw’r fryngaer fwyaf deheuol o

gadwyn ryfeddol o fryngeyrydd sy’n ymestyn ar hyd Bryniau Clwyd

a Mynyddoedd Llantysilio.

They are hilltop settlements built during the Iron Age, over 2000

years ago. Their large walls (ramparts) suggest they were built for

protection. However Iron Age people, or Celts as they are often

called, were farmers, crafts-people and traders as well as warriors. In

addition to being secure places to live, hillforts may have been used

for markets and special celebrations. Caer Drewyn is the most

southerly of a spectacular chain of hillforts stretching along the

Clwydian Range and Llantysilio Mountains.

sut i gyrraedd

how to get there

beth yw bryngaerau?
what are hillforts?  

Tim Morgan

Inside the hillfort people lived in 

groups of roundhouses, constructed 

from timber with a central hearth and 

a thatched roof. At Caer Drewyn the 

lower walls were built of stone with 

wattle walls (woven hazel or willow) 

covered in daub (a mix of straw, mud and 

dung) on top of the stone. The roofs were probably large and conical,

almost reaching the ground, to prevent the rain soakingthe walls.

The doorways usually faced east, probably to shelterthe building from

the prevailing westerly winds and catch most daylight.

Y tu mewn i’r fryngaer roedd pobl yn byw mewn grwpiau o dai crwn

a wnaed o goed, roedd aelwyd yn y canol a tho gwellt. Yng Nghaer

Drewyn roedd y waliau isaf o gerrig ac ar eu pen roedd bangorwaith

(brigau cyll neu helyg wedi’u plethu), oedd wedi’i orchuddio â dwb

(cymysgedd o wellt, llaid a thail). Mae’n debyg bod y toeau yn fawr ac

yn siâp conigol, bron yn cyffwrdd â’r ddaear i 

rwystro glaw rhag gwlychu’r waliau. Yn arferol, 

roedd y pyrth yn wynebu tua’r dwyrain, yn 

gysgod i’r adeilad rhag y gwynt oedd o’r 

gorllewin yn gyffredinol, ac efallai i 

wneud yn fawr o’r golau dydd hefyd. 

Ffermwyr oedd y Celtiaid. Roeddynt yn tyfu ŷd, ffa a phys gan

ddefnyddio ychen i aredig y tir. Roedd yr ŷd yn cael ei falu’n flawd â

melin law a wnaed o gerrig trwm. Cadwent ddefaid, gwartheg a

moch oedd yn pori ar y mynydd yn yr haf ac yn y dyffryn yn y gaeaf.

Defnyddwyd pob rhan yr anifail; gwnaed dillad o wlân y defaid a’r

geifr a chrwyn y gwartheg, nodwyddau o’r esgyrn a’r carnau, cordyn

o’r coludd, a chynwysyddion i ddal dŵr o’r bledren a’r stumog.

Roeddynt yn casglu cnau, aeron, planhigion gwyllt a mêl i ychwanegu

at eu bwyd bob dydd. Roeddynt yn rheoli’r coedlannau er mwyn tyfu

trawstiausyth i adeiladu, ac i gael coed tân.

The Celts were farmers who grew cereals and pulses, such as beans

and peas, using simple oxen-pulled ploughs to cultivate the ground.

Cereals were ground into flour using heavy stone querns. They kept

sheep, cattle and pigs, grazing the moorland in summer and the valley

in winter. Every part of an animal was used. Clothing was made from

sheep and goats’ wool and cattle hides, needles and handles from

horn and bone, cord from gut and waterproof containers from bladders

and stomachs. Nuts, berries, wild plants and honey were gathered as

valuable additions to the diet. Woodland was carefully managed to

grow even-shaped building poles and firewood.

lloches

shelter 

sgiliau

skills

yn hunangynhaliol 

self-sufficiency 

Blacksmiths were highly regarded, perhaps because their 

skill, turning dull stone into shiny metal, was thought 

to be magical. They forged iron by heating and 

hammering it to make tools and weapons and 

worked bronze and gold for decorative 

purposes. The Celts decorated 

their metal-work with elaborate, 

symmetrical, swirling patterns 

that were sometimes inlaid 

with enamel (glass that is 

melted into metal). The most 

highly decorated objects 

were probably for the most 

important members of society 

but even ordinary folk may have 

had metal brooches and buckles.

Roedd gofaint yn fawr eu parch, efallai 

oherwydd bod eu dawn i droi cerrig 

llwydaidd yn fetel gloyw yn 

ymddangos yn ddewiniaeth. 

Roeddynt yn gofannu 

haearn drwy ei boethi 

a’i forthwylio i 

wneud arfau 

gweithio ac 

arfau rhyfel, ac 

yn trin efydd ac aur 

i wneud addurniadau. 

Roedd y Celtiaid yn addurno’r 

gwaith metel â phatrymau cymhleth, 

cymesurol, chwyrlïol oedd weithiau’n cael ei 

fewnosod ag enamel (gwydr wedi’i doddi i mewn i’r 

metel). Tybir mai eiddo aelodau pwysicaf y gymdeithas oedd yr

addurniadau mwyaf cywrain, ond efallai byddai gan hyd yn oed y

bobl gyffredin dlysau a byclau metel.
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Argraff artist o fynedfa’r gaer.

Artist’s impression of the hillfort entrance.
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3Prif fynedfa                   Tir caeëdig neu atodiad               Rhagfuriau cerrig 

Main entrance              Small enclosure or annex             Stone ramparts

y fryngaer drwy’r oesoedd | ages of the hillfort

Adeiladwyd bryngaer fwy oedd â muriau cerrig yn lle’r adeilad

cyntaf. 

The first structure was replaced by a larger hillfort with stone walls.

rhestr gydnabod |  Anne Robinson - darlunio | Bill Smuts – cartograffiaeth | Lorna Jenner – sgript |   White Fox - dylunio
credits | Anne Robinson - illustration   | Bill Smuts – cartography  | Lorna Jenner – script   | White Fox - design

Clawdd pridd a ffos (rhagfur) oedd yr adeiladwaith cynharaf,

efallai eu bod o gwmpas darn o dir caeëdig. Roedd ffens bren ar

ben y clawdd, efallai.  

The earliest structure was an earthen bank and ditch

(rampart) that may have been part of an enclosure.

There was possibly a wooden fence on top. 

Efallai i’r brif fryngaer gael ei gadael a’r bobl yn symud i lain o dir

caeëdig a adeiladwyd rhwng waliau cerrig y fryngaer a’r rhagfuriau

pridd, cynnar. 

The main hillfort may have been abandoned in favour of a small

enclosure built between the stone walls of the hillfort and the early

earthen ramparts.

taith bryngaer | hillfort walk

Argraffwyd ar bapur sydd wedi’i ailgylchu, yn ddihaenedig, yn 100% ôl-draul a heb ei gannu.
Printed using uncoated, 100% post-consumer, non-bleached recycled paper.

© Colin Smith

www.ygrugarcaerau.co.uk
www.heatherandhillforts.co.uk
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