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Crane Street in the 1900s

This booklet aims to guide you around the
Cefn Mawr Heritage Trail which has been set up
to celebrate the area’s rich heritage. A heritage
that includes the building of the highest
aqueduct in Britain and the making of tiles that
have graced royal palaces.

The Trail is divided into four shorter walks
which each lead to two major heritage features,
and a fifth walk around the whole outer trail.

The walks take you along the old streets and
paths that were once busy thoroughfares full of
people. People going to and from work, to the
many shops and to the many pubs and chapels;

thirsty miners and quarry men drinking the
beer that was safer to drink than the water. All
amid the sounds and smells of clanking engines,
chemicals, smoky chimneys and the occasional
clatter of horse’s hoofs.

The legacy of all this is a fascinating network
of narrow pathways and steps between the fine
stone and terracotta houses of old Cefn Mawr,
greened-over gashes and heaps from quarrying
and mining, and the grandeur of the beautiful
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Cefn Viaduct. All of
which you will discover as you walk the Cefn
Mawr Heritage Trail.
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Walk A will take you around the centre

of Cefn Mawr where many features that chapels, pubs, shops and houses on the
give this hilltop village its distinctive Great Ridge. Buildings of stone and
character may be seen. These include Plas terracotta standing on the gaps between
Kynaston and its estate, former tramways the pits and quarries from which their
and stone-walled paths criss-crossing old building material came.



This is the shortest walk in the booklet.
Most of the route is along surfaced lanes and
pathways. It includes some steep slopes and
steps. The Walk begins at Cefn Bank Car
Park in Crane Street.

The car park was the site of the old
market hall. At the rear of the car park is a
walled area with a seat. From this viewpoint
you can see the Vale of Llangollen’s
spectacular landscape and the Pontcysyllte
Aqueduct. To the left is the Cefn Viaduct. To
the right, the site of the Plaskynaston
Industries. There have been chemical works
on this site for over 200 years. At one time
there was also ‘the Gas Works', ‘the Sylvester
Screw and Bolt Works', ‘Plaskynaston Pottery’
and ‘Plaskynaston Foundry'.

In the first half of the 19th century it
wasn't roads that crossed the place called the

Crane, but tram rails. These were laid instead
of taking the canal any further northwards
from the Trevor Basin and were known as the
Pontcysyllte Tramway. Goods were

transferred from barges to wagons at Trevor. Tramlines once ran through here bringing
The wagons were then drawn by horse up a stone from the quarries to the canal wharf at
gentle winding ascent as far as Trevor Basin via the lower Pontcysyllte
Rhosllanerchrugog. Horses were not needed Tramway, passing down ‘The Crane’.

for the return trip as the wagons made the

, LA , ‘1 Turn left out of the car park and walk to
descent by gravity alone; with a ‘brake man T e Elovcr P

on board to stop them when necessary!
The Post Office stands on the site of the

Crane. It has left no visual remains other
than in the place-names Crane Street, Crane
House and the site on which it stood The
Crane.

The Crane was set up soon after 1808
when the Pontcysyllte Tramway was
extended from the end of what was to
become Oilworks Road. It was built to
transfer the wagons between the two track

stations which were at different levels. King 4 Cross over the side street to the bus
Street was laid over the old track bed prior to shelter, you are now on King Street.Walk
the Ordinance Survey map of 1899, and The along the side of King Street on the

Crane, being ng longer needed, was probably ~ Pavement.

g Take the turning on your right leading
~into Minshalls Croft, and carry on up to
High Street.

1 Turn left onto the High Street.




I 10 High Street is an example of a typical
1 800's workshop. This used to be a busy
shopping street, particularly from here
towards Crane Street.

The High Street runs on the edge of the
Great Ridge that gave Cefn Mawr its name.
The low ground on the left was once
occupied by the Plaskynaston Industries and
is still an industrial site today.

On the left hand
side of the High Street
is a stone house with
a fine entrance,
number 88 High
Street. This was
formerly an Inn called
The Grosvenor Arms. It
was built by a quarry

Grosvenor Inn

Cefn-y-fedw Stone,
possibly at Rock Place nearby.

Continue up the High Street to the entrance
gate of Zion Chapel’s peaceful burial ground.

The chapel itself has gone and a house
now occupies the site. Zion Chapel’s
Memorial Garden dffords a superb viewpoint
and a convenient resting place. Its fine
tombstones and memorials are of historical
interest.

To see the Edward Evans memorial plaque
continue down High Street to the left of the
entrance gate. (If not, avoiding another steep
hill, on leaving the gardens bear left onto Cae
Coch Lane and continue up the slope to

owner who worked the

On the wall between the chapel
gardens and the bungalow is a plaque
commemorating the
founding of the chapel by
Edward Evans in 1805.
The minister helped the
workers in his
congregation to form trade
unions, or combinations as
they were then called.
Evan’s successor in 1817
was Ellis Evans, who also
strove to improve the
social and moral welfare of the community
which only a decade earlier had been
notorious for bull and bear baiting,
cockfighting and street fights.

Edward Evans Plaque

Leave the High Street and walk up
narrow King’s Lane on the right
immediately behind the bungalow.

At the crossroad of Kings Lane, Cae
Coch Lane and Brown’s Lane, bear right
up Browns Lane.

Cae Glo Lane to the left, leads to Cae
Glo (= codlfield) where there were five coal
pits.

Walk up Brown’s Lane and follow its course
through the houses. Go down the steps
leading into a triangular open space.

These steps are known locally as the
ABC steps due to there being 26 in total,
one for each letter of the alphabet.

Stay on the left-hand side and walk down
the tarmac footpath with high metal
fencing on its left side.



One of the old Cae Coch quarries can
be seen through the fence. This path was
used by miners to get to the Cae Glo pits.
Once a miner was so frightened by a ghostly
figure on the path that he turned round and
went back home. That day there was a
terrible accident at the mine. The apparition
had saved the miners life.

- Continue down the path until it meets
Well Street, opposite the supermarket.

The car park
stands on the site
of Chatham's Yard
where stone
masons cut and
dressed the
quarried stone.

Chatham'’s Yard
Cross the road then turn right.

This is Cefn Mawr's main shopping area
where there are fine buildings built of local
bricks and tiles.

Cross the road by the mural towards the car
park.

To the left of the mural is the ‘Old Bank'.

Built around 1890, this was a key building in
the economical development of the area.
Alongside the former bank are the decorative
facades of Paris House and shops, built
around 922 and origindlly selling prams,
bicycles and gramophones.

Carry on up the street until you get to The
Vaults public house.

Have a look at the ‘Island Green’
Brewery windows at The Vaults. On the other
side of the street is George Edwards’ Hall

which replaced the
old Market Hall at
the site where this
walk began. It later
became the 'Kinema’
in the era of silent
films and piano
accompaniment. In
the 1930s there was
another cinema a
little further on called the Palace and on
Saturday nights street vendors sold all kinds
of goods to the crowds queuing for both
venues.

George Edwdrd’s Hall

Continue past The Vaults to Ebeneezer
Chapel.

Ebeneezer Chapel closed in the | 9905s.
As part of the ‘Heart of Cefn Mawr’
redevelopment project, the chapel has been
converted to the Ebeneezer Centre, which
includes a café, heritage information and full
amenities. The area in front of the centre has
been renamed 'Cefn Mawr Square’

The Ebeneezer Centre



Cross the road. With the Hollybush Inn
on the left, walk around the corner and
little way down Hill Street. Go down the
steps on the left to see Plas Kynaston Hall.

Continue down from Plas Kynaston Hall, past
the library and cross the road at the bottom.
Turn right along Plas Kynaston Lane passing
the cenotaph on your right.

The Cenotaph is a commemoration to
the brave soldiers who lost their lives to war.

) Carry on along Plas Kynaston Road to
the junction with Hill Street opposite the

Chapel.

The Chapel was built in 1866 and is now
Hill Street United Reformed Church.

Cross the road to the Chapel and head

downhill. Almost immediately turn right
to follow a small lane between a high stone
wall and a house (No. 10 Sunnyside).

Carry on until reaching a flight of steps
straight ahead.

The steps are known as the Doctor’s
Steps because they used to access the old
Cefn Mawr surgery.

Walk up the
steps to Crane
Street. Turn left
along Crane
Street to return
to the Car Park.

The Dctor's Steps

Plas Kynaston, or 'the Hall’ as it was

known locally, was at the centre of rural life
in the neighbourhood. In the 17th century,
coal was being dug from the fields on the
estate and by the mid 19th century industry
stood alongside farms and very close to the
hall itself. The map below shows the Plas
Kynaston estate in 1804 and the nineteen coal
pits in use at that time following the line of
the Great Fault.

coal pit
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